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Registrar. When shall we be rid of such enemies of Indians ? It appears
that some persons cannot find other means of making money. If that is
what it is, the only thing to do is for us to keep our distance from such
evil men. I hope that at Delagoa Bay and elsewhere Indians will warn
everyone [against such persons]. In this big battle we must not tole-
rate falsehood anywhere. We must try to improve ourselves. We ought
not merely to act a part, as Ram Sundar did.
SYMPATHY FROM WHITES
The struggle has assumed impressive proportions and has evoked
expressions of sympathy from many whites. The meeting1 held in front
of the Court and the one in front of Mr. Gandhi's office were both
attended by nearly a hundred whites. Apparently all of them sympathized
with the Indian cause. Mr. Hosken2, who earlier used to advise us to
accept the title-deed of slavery, has now begun to offer us encouragement.
Such is the fruit of truth and courage.
TRADE LICENCES
Since store-keepers and hawkers are to carry on trade without
licences and risk imprisonment, Mr. Essop Mia has addressed a letter3
to the Receiver [of Revenues] to inform him that the Indian community
will rather carry on business without licences than take out registers.
They will willingly face all incidental risks. Indians, he has said, will,
however, be prepared to pay the licence fee if the Government is dis-
posed to accept it.
The Receiver has said in reply that under the Asiatic [Registration]
Act licences cannot be issued to Indians without registers, and that
those who carry on trade without licences will incur penalties under
the Revenue Licence Ordinance. No Indian is likely to be frightened
now by the words "incur penalties". The store-keepers and hawkers
are prepared to carry on their business at the risk of such penalties.
The Association has addressed in all 72 letters to various persons in
different towns suggesting that they should carry on trade without
licences. It no longer makes any difference [to the traders]. The
courage shown by Indians, however, does make a difference. Business
must go on meanwhile; and in the event of prosecution for unlicensed
1 Held on December 28, 1907; vide Vol. VII, p. 468.
2 William  Hosken;   rich  and prominent   member of Transvaal  Legislative
Assembly; chairman of Committee of European Sympathizers which mediated between
the satyagrahis and the Government   in the  1908 campaign; had subsequently to
give up his political career because of "his negrophile tendencies".    Vide Satyagraha
in South Africa, Gh. XIII and XVI, and Vol. VII, pp. 150-1.
3  Vide "Letter to Receiver of Revenues", p. 6; and for his replya vide .footnote
2 on pp. 6-7.